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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

In this marvelous collection, drawn from numerous Celtic and Old Norse 
sources in the British Isles and Scandinavia, a rich selection of traditional 
Christian and secular designs is brought together. Some of the meticu- 
lously rendered designs were found in illuminated manuscripts, missals, 
and psalters of the Celtic Church (including the incomparable Book of 
Kells and the earlier Book of Durrow) and on Celtic stone crosses. Others 
are from runic inscriptions on stones, Norse sword hilts and personal 
ornaments, and the decoration of everyday artifacts such as bedposts, 
horse collars, and weather vanes. The sources of the designs are in Ireland; 
Scotland; Wales; Cornwall, Cumbria, Gloucestershire, Northumberland, 
Sutton Hoo (in Suffolk), and the Isle of Man in England; Denmark; 
Norway; and Sweden. 

Created in the period from the 6th century to the 12th century a.d. 
(some of them during the 9th and 10th centuries, at the height of the Norse 
invasions and occupations of large areas of England and Ireland), the 
designs represent the six major periods of Old Norse decoration: the 
Broa/Oseberg, Borre, Jellinge, Mammen, Ringerike, and Urnes styles, as 
well as many generations of Celtic Christian ornament, chiefly elaborated 
in Ireland and Scotland. 





(a) trom bronze mirror; (b) from bronze mirror; (c) from bronze bowl, (d) and (e) from 
bandies on spoons 

Celtic Det^i^iic^ 1 




(a) pattern from sword hilt; (b) Celtic stone cross; (c) Celtic stone cross; (d) from a eold 
tore (neck collar or chain) 




Celtic Deaigii^^ 
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designs from various stone crosses of Ireland, Scotland, and Cornwall 






Celtic DeC'i^Ub 







Celtic Dt’s/yj/s 
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(n) and (b) from Codex 1395; (c), (d), (e), and (f) from the Lindisfarne Gospels 



Ci’/ljc 9 





adapted from the Book of Kells 



12 Celtic Desi;^)ti. 




from the Coupdr-Angus I’salter, Scotland 



Ccllii/Ohl Nor<ir Dc 










(.1) initial from Winchcombe Psalter; (b) from St. Machan's Shrine (c) and 
ot Conj;; (e) from St. Machan's Shrine 



(d) from Cross 



Ccitic/Oltl Nor:^v 
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(a) from Shrine of St. Lachtin's Arm; (b) and (c) from St. Machan's Shrine 



CcItic/OUi Nor$c 
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(a) engraved axe from Jutland; (b) detail from St. Machan's Shnne 

Ct’ltic/C)hi Noksc Dcst<^its 




detail from the Bell Shrine of St. Patrick 



Cdtic/Ohi Norse Dcsi;^iis 
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Ccitic/Ohi Norite 




(a) from the Shrine of St. Lachtin's Arm; (b) initials from the Corpus Missell, Ireland 



20 Celtic /Old Ndr>c Dt’s/^vts 




ow, Ireland; (b) design carved into antler, Ireland; (c) and (d) 
burial 



Ccihc/Oltl Norse Designs 
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(a) initial from the Chronicle of Marianiis Scotus, Ireland; (h) and (c) from the 1 iher 
nymnoriim, Ireland 



Ccltic/Ohi Noth' D(Hi^n> 
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runic stone, Sweden 



Old Ai'nrsc 
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(a) from the carved side of the Oseberg cart; (b) detail from a bedpost; (c) from an open- 
work broocli 



26 Ohl Norfic Dc>!^n^ 






ornament on a bronze-gilt weather vane 



Olil Norfic Dcsi^ni< 
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28 Olii Norse Desii^)ts 



from cl carved U'ooden bedpost 




entwined Urnes-^tvlc c.irved beasts 



Ohi Nor>e Designs 31 




(<i) brooch in English L'rncs style; (b) Kingerike beast; (c) design from a fluted silver bowl 
from Gotland 



32 Olii Norse Desi^)is 




(a) carved bone in tlie Mammen style of art; (b) detail from a horse collar 



O/i/ Norse Designs 
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from the ornament on a sledge pole 



Old Nor<i’ Designs 
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(a) silver disk in the jellinge style; (b) detail from a sledge pole in Oseberg 



36 Old /V(7)si’ Di's/y/is 





(a) "CjaMl Boast car\od on a j;ravo; (B) and (c) loilingo-stvlo animals carvod in stono, 
from tho Islo of Man 



Olii Nor>e Designs. 
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(ii) silver crucifix; (b) and (c) details from mounts in the Broa style 



38 Olii Nar^c 




(a) detail from a carved stone m Norway; (b) detail from a sledge pole in Oseberg 



40 Oltl Niirse D<’s;y/;s 





Olii Nor>c D<’s/'’h> 



41 
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Swedish mne stone 



Ohl Nor>c 
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Detail from mount in the Broa style 



